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Beko and PDD design robust family range cooker 
Press Release issued 27th August 2008:  

 

A state-of-the-art range cooker has been launched by Beko Plc, one of the UK’s 

White goods suppliers for all cooking, laundry and dishwashing appliances. The 

Range 90 model, is to be marketed under the Leisure brand Beko Plc’s specialist 

cooking Brand, and is designed to capture the essence of the traditional country 

kitchen with all the features necessary to meet the demands of modern life.  As 

such, it is ideal for families that want a stylish cooker that can also handle the 

demands of busy family life.  

 

The range cooker sector has grown over the past decade resulting in greater 

competition within the sector and increased consumer demands. In order to satisfy 

these demands and stay at the forefront of the market Beko needed a unique edge, 

and the design of the Range 90 model does just that. The result of a successful 

partnership between Beko and PDD, provider of integrated design and innovation 

skills, the design is a modern take on old fashioned style that offers all the necessary 

robustness without compromising on style.  

 

Les Wicks, Product and Buying Manager at Beko comments, “The range cooker is a 

great new addition to our Leisure Branded product portfolio. We knew we wanted to 

start the design process from a clean piece of paper rather than trying to adapt and 

amend existing products. PDD brought fresh insights to the design process.” 

 

PDD1 has been working closely with Beko for nearly two years to develop the range 

cooker and has been involved throughout all stages of the industrial process; from 

consumer insight right through to the final design sign off. The consultancy was 

recommended to Beko by a previous client of PDD and their design expertise and 

competence has been evident throughout. Wicks comments, “We knew we needed to 

buy in expertise and PDD has had experience in each of the different design 

disciplines and research phases we have gone through. One key area for us was 

knowledge of the consumer; we wanted to be able to tease out exactly what the 

customer is looking for and design for that ideal.” 
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Jamie Buckley, Creative Lead at PDD, started work with Beko on the project back in 

June 2006 and knew that an analysis of the current market was essential, Buckley 

explains, “We looked at what was already on offer and most importantly discovered 

the process a consumer would go through when buying a cooker. We found that the 

quality of features such as the dials was rated to be just as important as those on a 

car. It mattered not only how they felt but also how they sounded when in use.” 

 

The productive working partnership formed between the two companies has led to 

future plans to develop the range into a variety of different specifications. Wicks 

concludes, “When you bring together all the different features the range offers, the 

end result is something quite unique and we know that it will stand out among its 

competitors in the current market.” 

 

ENDS 

 

 
About PDD Group Ltd 
Founded in 1980, and based in Hammersmith, West London, PDD provides 
integrated design and innovation skills and works with organisations worldwide to 
develop novel products, services and business processes that drive revenues and 
create competitive advantage. 
 
PDD targets markets that are undergoing rapid change, for example, those 
affected by the shift from mature to emerging markets, rapid technological 
change, climate & environmental issues and demographic changes. 
 
PDD is an award winning agency, collecting eight awards in the last 12 months, 
and is certified to BSI 13485 medical quality assurance certification and quality 
assured to ISO 9001. 
 
PDD has worked with over 200 clients in the last three to four years and today has 
approximately 30 active projects. Top customers in 24 countries include Orange, 
Reckitt Benkiser, LG, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Nestle, Belron, Ford, Gillette, 
Samsung, Vocollect and Merck Serono. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Emily Miller     Lisa Williams/Kate Baker 
Marketing Manager     
PDD Group Ltd                 The itpr Group 
T: +44 (0)20 8735 1111                T: +44 (0)1932 578800 
E: emilymiller@pdd.co.uk   E: lisaw@itpr.co.uk  
W: www.pdd.co.uk     W: www.itpr.co.uk  
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